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DETAILED ACTION 

A. This action is in response to the following communications: Appeal Brief filed 
01/28/2010. 

B. Claims 1-32 remains pending. 



C. In view of the Appeal Brief filed on 01/28/201 0, PROSECUTION IS HEREBY 
REOPENED. A new grounds of rejection is set forth below. 

To avoid abandonment of the application, appellant must exercise one of the 
following two options: 

(1 ) file a reply under 37 CFR 1.111 (if this Office action is non-final) or a reply 
under 37 CFR 1.113 (if this Office action is final); or, 

(2) initiate a new appeal by filing a notice of appeal under 37 CFR 41 .31 followed 
by an appeal brief under 37 CFR 41 .37. The previously paid notice of appeal fee and 
appeal brief fee can be applied to the new appeal. If, however, the appeal fees set forth 
in 37 CFR 41 .20 have been increased since they were previously paid, then appellant 
must pay the difference between the increased fees and the amount previously paid. 

A Supervisory Patent Examiner (SPE) has approved of reopening prosecution by 
signing below: 



Specification 
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D. The disclosure is objected to because of tlie following informalities: There 
is no antecedent basis for the term "computer-readable medium" in the specification. 
This term is used in claims 31-32. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office 
action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the International application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Grinstein, Georges G et al. (US Pat. 6,714,201 B1), herein referred to as "Grinstein". 

Summary: Grinstein discloses a user interface displaying a single frame of an 
animation file applied to a 3D liierarcliical graphic model. These motion animation files 
can be manipulated by the user through use of interacting with the 3D model or the tree 
view that represents the hierarchical graphic model of the 3D model. 

As to independent claims 1. 14. 27 and 31 (e.g. apparatus, method, system, 
computer-readable medium, etc), Grinstein teaches apparatus for processing image 
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data (col.74, line 43 - col. 75, line 29) comprising processing means, input means and 
display means (col.68,lines 37-57), wherein said image data is defined by a plurality of 
data processing nodes arranged in a hierarchical structure (col.55,lines 1-10; nodes 
displayed in tree view window 530) and said processing means is configured to perform 
the steps of: generating a first image frame of a clip of image frames wherein a plurality 
of image components makes up the first image frame by means of processing said 
plurality of data processing nodes (col.53,lines 13-20; the Mojo gui window provides a 
3d hierarchical graphic model that is capable of showing animation (known as a group 
of frames; col.6,lines 12-23 and Table 2 shows evidence that these 3D models 
correspond to frames of animation "image frame of a clip of image frames") within the 
window 503 where the user may interact with the 3d hierarchical graphic model and the 
corresponding tree view to manipulate animations); 

outputting said first image frame to said display means (figure 34; depicts the display of 
the 3d hierarchical graphic model and tree view of nodes corresponding to 3d model for 
the current animation frame of frames the user is editing or viewing); receiving, via said 
input means, first user input data indicating one of said plurality of image components 
(col .55, lines 43-52); in response to said receiving, automatically selecting a first data 
processing node considered to be appropriate to said indicated component (col.55, lines 
43-60) displaying editing tools relevant to said first data processing node; and outputting 
said second image frame to said display means (col.55,line 61- col.56,line 24; the user 
is able to select a node or object and be given a pop-up dialog box displaying edit tools 
to be chosen and manipulated by the user). 
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Grinstein teaches computer-readable medium comprising a computer program storage 
device storing instructions tliat wlien read and executed by a computer, results in the 
computer performing a method for processing image data (col.68, lines 37-67; various 
examples of multiple platforms at which the system may be implemented on and how 
the system is implemented). 

As to dependent claims 2 and 15, Grinstein further teaches the first data processing 
node is in a sub-structure of said hierarchical structure that defines said component 
(figure 34; depicted are nodes in a hierarchical list having parent and child nodes, 
objects depending on other objects having their own hierarchical structure (col.55, lines 
16-36). 

As to dependent claims 3 and 16, Grinstein further teaches the sub-structure is a layer, 
wherein a layer is defined as a connected collection of nodes having at the top a node 
that has the same parent node as at least one other node (col.55,lines 16-36; figures 
34,36-38,46). 

As to dependent claims 4, 17 and 28, Grinstein further teaches processing means 
selects said first data processing node by performing the following steps: identifying one 
of the plurality of data processing nodes that defines said component; defining a 
plurality of layers within said hierarchical structure by identifying nodes with a plurality of 
children nodes; identifying the layer that includes said identified data processing node; 
and selecting the top node of said identified layer (col.56, lines 47-55). 
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As to dependent claims 5, 18 and 32, Grinstein furtlier teaclies the processing means 
selects said first data processing node by performing the following steps: identifying one 
of the plurality of data processing nodes that defines said component; defining a 
plurality of layers within said hierarchical structure by identifying nodes with a plurality of 
children nodes; identifying the layer that includes said identified data processing node; 
.and selecting a bottom node of said identified layer (figure 34; col.55,lines 42-60 the 
user is able to select any portion of the model, parent or child node (col.57, lines 8-26). 

As to dependent claims 6 and 19, Grinstein further teaches the processing means 
selects said first data processing node by performing the following steps: identifying one 
of the plurality of data processing nodes that defines said component; selecting the 
closest node above said identified node that has the same parent node as at least one 
other node (col. 56, lines 47-55). 

As to dependent claims 7 and 20, Grinstein further teaches in response to first further 
user input data said processing means performs the following steps: selecting a portion 
of said hierarchical structure that is considered appropriate to said selected component 
and contains said first data processing node; generating third image data comprising a 
depiction of said portion; and outputting said third image data to said display means 
(col.56, lines 52-55; bounding box would cover everything in the running man model 
above his pelvis). 
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As to dependent claims 8 and 21 , Grinstein further teaches the third image data further 
includes a display of parameters relating to said first data processing node (col.57,lines 
47-51). 

As to dependent claims 9 and 22, Grinstein further teaches the said portion of said 
hierarchical structure is a layer, wherein a layer is defined as a connected collection of 
nodes having at the top a node that has the same parent node as at least one other 
node (figure 35; tree view shows connection of related nodes (parent to child 
relationships). 

As to dependent claims 10, 23 and 29, Grinstein further teaches in response to second 
further user input data indicating navigation through said hierarchical structure said 
processing means performs the following steps: selecting a second data processing 
node; generating a fourth image frame comprising said plurality of components and 
tools relevant to said second data processing node; and outputting said fourth image 
frame to said display means (col.56, lines 52-55; bounding box would cover everything 
in the running man model above his pelvis; user is able to select any portion of the 
model in which case the parent node when selected covers all child nodes as well). 

As to dependent claims 1 1 and 24, Grinstein further teaches the second data 
processing node is connected in said hierarchical structure to said first data processing 
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node if said further user input data indicates vertical navigation (col.67,lines 59-67; 
dragging from parent to parent node). 

As to dependent claims 12 and 25, Grinstein further teaches the second data 
processing node has the same parent node as said first data processing node if said 
further user input data indicates horizontal navigation (col.67,lines 59-67; dragging from 
child to child node). 

As to dependent claims 13 and 26, Grinstein further teaches the second data 
processing node is of a comparable data type to said first data processing node, but 
defines a different one of said plurality of components from said indicated component if 
said further user Input data indicates horizontal navigation (col.67,lines 59-67; 
col.68,lines 1-24). 

As to independent claim 30, The rejection is as the same as the rejection of 
independent claims 11,12 and 1 3 above. 



(NOtGI) It is noted that any citation to specific, pages, columns, lines, or figures in the prior art references and 

any interpretation of the references should not be considered to be limiting in any way. A reference is relevant for all it 
contains and may be relied upon for all that it would have reasonably suggested to one having ordinary skill in the art. In 
re Heck, 699 F.2d 1331, 1332-33, 216 USPQ 1038, 1039 (Fed. Cir. 1983) (quoting In re Lemelson, 397 F.2d 1006,1009, 158 
USPQ 275, 277 (CCPA 1968)). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Inquires 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nicholas Augustine whose telephone number is 571- 
270-1056 and fax is 571-270-2056. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday 
- Friday: 9:30am- 5:00pm Eastern. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Weilun Lo can be reached on 571-272-4847. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Weilun Lo/ /Nicholas Augustine/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2179 Examiner 

Art Unit 2179 
April 22, 2010 



